
8    Introduction to Criminology



limited jurisdiction: the 
authority of a court to hear 
and decide cases within 
an area of the law or a 
geographic territory.

probation: essentially 
an arrangement between 
the sentencing authorities 
and the offender requiring 
the offender to comply 
with certain terms for a 
specified amount of time.

jail: jails are often 
designated for individuals 
convicted of a minor crime 
and to house individuals 
awaiting trial.

A black wool crepe is 
draped over Justice 
Antonin Scalia’s bench 
chair in the Supreme 
Court courtroom. His 
death in 2016 left a 
vacancy on the Supreme 
Court bench.
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